
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOTOGRAPH PROJECTS 
 
PHOTOGRAPH A FAMILY HEIRLOOM 

 
We can all think of a few things from our childhood with priceless value. Think of 
that special family heirloom and all the memories that go with it. Think about the 
stories it would tell, if it could, and photograph that. The moment might be gone, 
but you can still make a photo that shares the often-retold story about this item. 
Your story might include a classic car that has travelled through the generations, a 
rocking chair that supported a mother’s embrace, or a piano that endured 
countless hours of practice. No matter the story, it’s a part of who you are. 

  

FLOOR PORTRAITS 

One great way to capture newborn photos that would make for a fun 
photo project on a rainy day is floor portraits. Stage a scene on the floor 
with your sleeping child and have a blast while they are too young to 
care. Newborn portraits can be very traditional and very much alike. By 
creating the scene, you instantly have something that is unique and 
interesting. Of course, it doesn’t have to be babies, try it with your 
mates. 

 

MAKE A REAL PORTRAIT OF A LOVED ONE 

We all have someone we love and care about. Take the time to make a professional photo of this 
person and give it to them. However, this photo needs to showcase something about who they are, 
where they work, or what they are passionate about. This photo needs to tell a story and ultimately 
introduce your loved one to any stranger who is looking at the photo. You might already have an idea 
in mind (it could be your fondest memory of this person), but make 
plans now so that you can make this photo a reality. This will be a photo worth 
a thousand words, and something they will cherish for years to come. 
 
CREATE A PHOTO ILLUSION 
Creating a successful photo illusion will take some inspiration and effort. 
However, these can be a lot of fun to create. There are a lot of in-camera 
illusions you can create, but there is nothing stopping you from taking a series 
of photos and creating the illusion in Photoshop. 

http://improvephotography.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/baby-portrait.jpg


A-Z PHOTOS 

This is a great exercise to practice street photography 
Doing this project will open your eyes to the world around you. 
You will look at things differently and contemplate whether or not 
you could make a photograph out of everything you see. Looking 
for objects that form the shape of a letter is no easy task, but can 
be done if your eyes are open. There are two parts to this; you can 
do both or just choose one to complete the project. 

Letters: Go out and find objects that form the shape of each letter 
of the alphabet. That’s only 26 letters. Sounds easy enough, but you are not allowed to use actual 
lettering found on signs or buildings (that would be cheating). 

Actions: The goal for this one is to photograph an action that starts with each letter of the alphabet. 
But here’s the catch: the photograph has to clearly show the action so there is no question about what 
word is being depicted. 

Both: If you’re looking for a big project, photograph the action and the letter to go with it. Arrange the 
photos together any way you want to create a collage of the alphabet. This could be helpful for school 
teachers or creating a display for children. Let your imagination take you away on this one. 

SHOOT A SINGLE THEME 

Sometimes it helps to have a theme to keep our mind and interest 
engaged with our photos. It gives us purpose and a reason to look 
differently at things that we might have already photographed. Be 
specific in your theme so that it is obvious that the photo series was 
taken with particular intent. 
A theme might include: colour, the same type of flower, classic cars, 
your hometown, the life of a kid, homeless people, travel 
photography in a certain location… The list can go on and on. The 
idea is that your theme is specific but still gives you enough latitude 
to take interesting photographs. 

TIP: Your photos need to obviously display the theme. For example: You’re doing a theme on the 
colour yellow and you photograph a street sign against a lot of blue sky. Or a yellow dandelion found in 
the green grass at the park. What color did you intend to photograph? Make sure the focal point is 
clear to the viewer so your photo is a success. 

PRINT OUT YOUR PHOTOS 

Remember prints? They are still a great way to show your photos! 
The digital age has really made it easy for us to skip printing our 
photos when we are ready to share them. You simply put them on 
your website, Facebook page, or email them — all at the click of a 
button. But the digital age has also made it easier to order prints 
online and have them sent directly to you. 

When people come to your home, give them something to look at 
by hanging your prints on the walls. It’s a subtle way to show your 
talents, as there are very few of us who have a TV on our wall dedicated to showing a slideshow of our 
photos. Nobody says, “Before you leave, I want you to look at the photos on my phone because I have 
some new ones.” Having prints is an awesome way to share your talent, love, and passion for the 
things in your life without intruding on the time or good will of your friends and acquaintances. 



  GO BACK TO MONOCHROME 

(This photo is sponsored by Hose, the official water fountain of summer. 
– Jim Harmer) 
Stunning black and white photos have become something of a lost art. 
There are a lot of photos we take in colour that would look absolutely 
amazing in black and white. Round up some of your recent photos and 
turn them black and white to see what you think. Do a black and white 
photo series where you really focus on going back to the silver lining of 
photography. 

Black and white photography can be extremely helpful in creating a 
really strong focal point in the image. There is no color to distract you from what was being 
photographed. 

TIP: Do not change your camera settings to shoot in black and white. Instead, convert it after the fact. 
If you don’t, I guarantee there will come a day when you forget to change that setting back and you 
find that several of your photos will forever be grayscale. Furthermore, there is editing software that 
will turn your photos black and white better than your camera could. 

SHOOT A SELF-PORTRAIT 

Take some self-portraits and have fun with yourself by experimenting with different expressions and 
poses. Or try to achieve a certain lighting style with your flash gear so that you are not caught off guard 
the next time you’re on a shoot. The experience you gain through this self-practice will prove to be 
much more valuable than some silly alone time with yourself. 

TIP: Mark the place you need to stand and use an object to focus your lens 
before you get in front of the camera. You will need to stand in the same place 
so you don’t loose the focus for your photo. 

PHONEOGRAPHY 

The race for the best mobile phone camera is on… and it’s been going for the 
last several years! Whether you are an avid iPhone user or support the other 
phones, there is nothing to stop you from treating your mobile phone as a 
professional camera. 

  

SHOOT WITH A FRIEND. 

There is always a great time to be had when you’re with friends who share the same interest. Plan a 
time and place to go out with a fellow photographer friend. There are a lot of good things that happen 
when you go shooting with a friend: 
1. They are there to give instant feedback on your photo. 
2. They can help with your composition just as much as you can help them with theirs. 
3. You inspire each other to get even more creative shots. 
4. If you are light painting, then you can help each other take the photo. 
5. The buddy system is never a bad thing. 
6. Rekindle and strengthen friendships. 
7. I think you get the idea… 

 
WE NEED YOUR ARTICLES. WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN? SEND ME YOUR PHOTOS, 

WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT? SEND ME YOUR QUOTES AND JOKES. 

spoonandsprout@ntlworld.com 
 

http://improvephotography.com/gear/recommended-flash-photography-kits/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Committee email addresses              
 Martyn - martyn@martynblair.co.uk   Dawn - dawn.burgess@fsmail.net    

Brent - brentthompson@hotmail.co.uk     Tracy - spoonandsprout@ntlworld.com    
Barbara - bstynes@hotmail.co.uk   Ann - annotoole1@aol.com   

Keith – Keith.russell99@btinternet.com   Heather – heather.russell99@btinternet.com            
 

 www.corleyandfillongleyphotographicclub.co.uk 
 

Affiliated to the Photographic Alliance of Great Britain through the Midland Counties 
Photographic Federation 

Coming in 2017 

4 Mar-2 April Nuneaton Festival of Arts. 

6 March Back to basics workshop, bring cameras and manuals. 

3 April ‘Wildlife’ competition. Judge David Venables DPAGB BPE. Entry deadline 17 March. 

 Meetings twice a month, starting now. 

17 April  Water droplet workshop, bring cameras, tripods and flashes (if you have them). 

1 May Lighting workshop – how to set up lighting for your photographs. 

6 May One for the diary, ‘Bubble Rush’ see Martyn if you want to take photos, or just go and 
support. 

15 May Portrait workshop – bring cameras, tripods and flashes. 

5 June  Food and macro workshop – bring in cameras, tripods, flashes and fruit and veg –watch 
this space. 

19 June  ‘Water droplets’ competition. Judge: TBC. Entry deadline 2 June. 

3 July  Perspective workshop – bring cameras, tripods and flashes. 

17 July ‘Landscapes’ competition. Judge: TBC. Entry deadline 30 June. 

7 August  TBC 

13 August Fillongley Show. Come and help on the stand, or just come and show your support. 

21 August PRINTED ‘Tell a story’ triptych competition. 3 images that are linked. Judged on the night. 

3 September Corley craft and produce show. Enter into the photography class. 

4 September  TBC 

18 September ‘Perspective’ competition. Entry deadline 1 September. 

 Meetings return to once a month now. 

2 October Ross Dukes automotive workshop. Bring cameras, tripods and flashes. 

6 November ‘Automotive’ competition. Judge: Ross Dukes. Entry deadline 20 October. 

4 December ‘PHOTOGRAPH OF THE YEAR 2017’  
 

Watch out for events throughout the year. 

WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS TO HELP SET UP EQUIPMENT, PUT OUT 
CHAIRS, EVEN MAKE THE TEA, YOUR HELP WOULD BE VERY WELCOME.  

IT’S YOUR CLUB - BE PART OF IT. 

Always bring your camera on club night.  Should we have a cancellation of an event or 

judge, then we will use the evening for a back to basics evening and learn about our 

cameras. If you have manuals bring them too. 

Kay and Lesley’s Spon Street Walkabout on Saturday 29th April, 10am 
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