
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CARSINGTON WATER  
 

This very attractive 300 hectacre tree lined reservoir is perfect for fishing 
and boating as well as photography and with 8 miles of walking and 
cycling tracks there's something for everyone.   Photographs in the 
Visitor Centre show how wonderful it looks at different times of the year 
and different times of the day.  If you go with non- photographers there 
are a few shops and a good cafe with nice views to keep them happy.  
Big Lane, Ashbourne, Derbyshire, DE6 1ST Telephone 01629 540696  

(Article by Margaret Mayes) 

 
Photographing in Natural light 
Not everyone has access to professional lighting, so here are some ideas of taking photos using natural light. 
Time of day outdoors.  You’ve probably been told before that you shouldn’t be shooting in the middle of the 
day because, even though the sun is bright, it’s hard to control and has a very harsh appearance. 
While all of this is true, it would be a shame not to use this time of day to get some decent photos; if you 
know how to handle the light, it ceases to be a problem. 
Mornings and evenings offer the softest light as the sun is lower in the sky and casts softer shadows; these 
tend to be the best times to shoot. 
Morning has the added advantage of being fairly quiet, allowing capture of a lot of the natural light’s 

progression as the sun rises. Because the sun is coming in from an angle, you’re 
invariably left with a lot of shadows; this soft contrast makes for some 
pretty interesting textures. 
When you’ve got a good subject, the soft evening light will flatter their features making 
for some really cool photography. The photo (left) was shot in the evening with no 

direct light from the sun and the dynamic range has vastly improved because of it. 
 

Now that we’ve established the best time to shoot (when the sun is lower in the sky) 
you’re basically left with three main options when it comes to choosing the angle at 
which the light hits your subject. The first and most obvious option is to have the 
light shine straight onto the subject (right). 
In the photo below, the sun went down over my right shoulder and you can clearly 
see how the soft evening light has flooded over my models face, casting a warm glow. Because the sun was 
reasonably low in the sky, there are no big and nasty shadows beneath the chin either.  

 
Side light is particularly effective on flat but slightly curves surfaces, like the 
model’s stomach – it really helps to give the lighting a soft touch. 
Side lighting is the most adaptable but it’s also the easiest to get wrong. 
The photo right would have been very good if it weren’t for the side lighting 
on the model’s nose that casts an ugly, sharp shadow on the side of her 
face. 
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Natura l  l ight  indoors.  It’s easy to see how to use the light from the sun but, when you’re inside, you have 
to use ambient light or window light. 
Window light is probably my favourite type of indoor lighting as there’s a lot that can be done with it; it’s a form 
of side lighting and is heavily dependant on the distance from the source, making it easy to manipulate. 
If you have a look at my first subject below (left), you’ll see that he is very close to the window, capturing a lot 
of the light that passes through it. 

One side of the face receives a lot less light but, because the 
vehicle we were in was well lit, the shoulder next to the face 
had light on it. This meant that the subject was still very well 
lit with natural feeling shadows. 
When you compare the photo left to the one on the right, 
you’ll notice that the subject is actually about 2 foot further 

away from the window. Light disperses about the room, spreading the light about, as this distance increases. 
This has resulted in a much darker photo and a stronger contrast between the two sides of the face. 
The window frame to the right of the photograph gives it a nice balance, whilst the contrast on the right-angle 
of the open frame emphasises the light passing through the window. 

If you’re dealing with natural light indoors, we’re mostly talking about light that 
has entered through a window, whether the subject is near one or not. 
Part of the reason why these photos look so soft is because the photographer is stuck using a 
wider aperture than they would have liked to in order to capture enough light for a well 
exposed picture. 
 I'm Josh, I'm Photography in Chief here at ExpertPhotography.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee email addresses 

Martyn- martyn@martynblair.co.uk   Dawn - dawn.burgess@fsmail.net  Brent - brentthompson@hotmail.co.uk 
Tracy - spoonandsprout@ntlworld.com   Barbara - bstynes@hotmail.co.uk   Ann - annotoole1@aol.com 

Pete - pete.wrighton_cfpc@btinternet.com 
 

 

www.corleyandfillongleyphotographicclub.co.uk 
Affiliated to the Photographic Alliance of Great Britain through the Midland Counties Photographic Federation 

 

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE YEAR COMPETITION - 5 DECEMBER 2016 
 

We would like to invite you and a guest to the clubs ‘End of year’ buffet. 
Your judge for the Photograph of the year will be Rebecca Knowles. 

Just for an extra bit of fun we are inviting the guests of members to enter into the ‘Chairman’s 
Choice Photographic Competition’. A photo sized A5, it can be any subject,  

and will be judged by the chairman on the night. 
 

Supermoon 
The moon will be closer to Earth than it has been since 1948, and it 

won’t get as close again until 2034. 
This will be at its best on 14th  November 2016. 

Have a go at photographing the moon and show the club members 
your photos. 

 

Challenge:  Go out and find objects that form the shape of each letter 
of the alphabet. That’s only 26 letters. Sounds easy enough, but you 
are not allowed to use actual lettering found on signs or buildings (that 
would be cheating). 
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	Natural light indoors. It’s easy to see how to use the light from the sun but, when you’re inside, you have to use ambient light or window light.

