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Issue 6 – 2nd June 2014 

Next meeting  7th July, 7.00 – 9.00pm  
We had another good evening in May, although with it being a Bank Holiday the numbers were reduced a 
little.  
There was a visit to the church, a few in house props to photograph along with a couple of practical 
demonstrations. 
 

Over the coming months (some of you may have already done so) we have the opportunity to do some group 
work with visits to Kingsbury and Corley Cricket Club. I think these are great opportunities for the group to 
gel and work together to help us all progress in the world of photography. 
 

Should any of you have any other ideas or interests you want to share please let us know, hopefully we can 
get out a few more times whilst the weather is good. 
 

Thanks to everyone involved for your continued support. 
Richard 
 

Member Profile  
Hi. I started with a camera at about 12 years, my parents bought me a Kodak for Christmas, I used the black 
and white film, colour film wasn’t around then, that came with the camera over the Christmas period, then 
took the camera to bits to see how it worked, I wasn’t my parents favourite daughter after that, I did manage 
to put it back together again but unfortunately I had some spare parts left which meant 
it never worked again. 
At that point I decided photography wasn’t for me and didn’t really bother with it 
apart from holiday and special event snaps which were mostly unsuccessful. 
When my Dad died he left me a little money and it was around the same time as my 
horse started BHS eventing, so with the money I bought my Canon ESO 500 camera 
and have used it ever since, on auto mode, to record my horse’s successes and failures 
over the years, I have never regretted buying it and it has served me well but I still 
don’t know how to use it properly and I think it’s about time I did. 
I have also taken up painting and though I take photos of things I would like to paint, 
they are never as good as ones I can download off the internet, nor are they as good as 
ones I can beg steal and borrow off friends. 
The main things I enjoy photographing are animals, I have had some success with dogs and horses, though 
still in auto mode, so watch out everyone in the club, I will be picking brains and badgering everyone to help 
in my quest to learn as much as I can about how my camera works.  Janet Cheary 
 

Camera subjects – tips and tricks  
Change your glass, change your shot: Getting started with interchangeable lenses. 
If you are looking to upgrade your camera from a point-and-shoot to an interchangeable lens model, It 
probably means you’re looking to do more with your photography and you want a camera that can deliver 
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great image quality. With the digital single-lens reflex (DSLR) camera, the appeal of these bodies is that you 
can swap out the lens for different purposes. However, the camera only tells one part of the story. When it 
comes to great photography, often times it’s all about the lens – all the fancy features in a camera are 
pointless if there’s no lens.  
If you bought the camera as a package, chances are it came with a lens or two. What you may or may not 
know is that the standard “kit” lens is a basic model that, while it does the job, barely unlocks the full 
potential of the camera; in fact, many consumers may not even realize there are hundreds of lens options 
available. While many of them cost thousands of pounds and are geared toward professional photographers, 
there are affordable options for the casual user. 
Generally speaking, the lens that comes with a camera probably offers decent image quality but also comes 
with a few drawbacks. One is that they’re slow: Usually starting somewhere at f/3.5, they require you to 
bump up your ISO in low light if you’re handholding the camera. These lenses also have a variable aperture, 
which means that as you zoom in, your lens gets slower. You can tell a lens has a variable aperture when 
you see specs like f/3.5-5.6; if that lens has a focal range of 18-55mm, that means that at 18mm you can 
open up to f/3.5, but at 55mm you’d be limited to a very slow f/5.6. Variable aperture can make it difficult to 
get the right exposure in difficult lighting situations. 
Some other limitations of kit lenses include slow/noisy autofocus motors, lack of image stabilization, and 
lower build quality. In recent years, however, lens manufacturers Canon and Nikon have enhanced the 
features to their kit lenses. In addition, there are numerous third-party manufacturers, such as Sigma and 
Tamron, that make lenses that are more affordable; while some are on par with those from camera makers in 
terms of quality, not all are. 
If you are interested in upgrading your kit lens, there are a few different categories to consider. Lenses can 
generally be classified into one of six categories: standard or regular zoom, telephoto zoom, wide angle, 
macro, prime, and specialty. This isn’t designed to be a comprehensive guide, but once you familiarize 
yourself with the categories and decide which lens you would like to add to your arsenal, you can look into 
each lens type in more detail. Here’s a quick look at the six types of lenses. 
(Note that, despite the name, not all lenses are interchangeable with any camera. For example, Canon lenses 
are designed to work with Canon cameras, and not Nikon or Sony. While there are third-party mounting 
adapters available, a Nikon camera won’t be able to utilize the features of a Canon lens, like image 
stabilization.) 
Standard zoom 
The kits lens that comes with a camera is most likely a standard or regular zoom lens, somewhere in the 18-
55mm range; another common standard zoom range is 28-70mm. If you’re looking to upgrade your kit lens, 
this is a good place to start. You can get a standard zoom with a constant f/2.8 aperture. It would cost a bit, 
but it offers a major improvement in photo quality over the average kit lens, especially when you’re 
extending the zoom all the way. 
Telephoto zoom 
Telephoto zoom lenses have a much longer focal length than standard zoom lenses. A fairly common 
telephoto zoom range is 70-300mm. These lenses are good for getting close to nature or photographing a 
sporting event. Sigma makes a 70-300mm lens, but it’s a little slow at f/4-5.6. Unfortunately, the price really 
jumps up for faster, constant aperture telephoto zooms. Sigma’s 70-200mm f/2.8 lens would cost in the 
region of 5 x more. 
Wide angle 
On the opposite end of the spectrum you have the wide-angle lens. These lenses come in focal lengths that 
offer a maximum field of view. If your camera has an APS-C sized sensor that increases the magnification 
or crop factor of your lens from 1.2-1.6 times, depending on the sensor.  This means if your lens has a focal 
length of 28mm, it will effectively be a 42mm lens on an APS-C sensor camera.  This is great on the 
telephoto side of things, but not great for capturing wide angle. Wide-angle lenses usually offer focal lengths 
between 10-24mm. 
Prime 
If you plan on sticking with your kit lens, the next lens you might want to pick up is a prime lens. Prime 
lenses have fixed focal lengths, which mean they don’t have zooming capabilities. These lenses aren’t for 
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the lazy photographer because you need to physically reposition yourself in order to recompose your photos. 
Despite this limitation, prime lenses are generally regarded as offering the highest image quality (and a price 
tag to match). If you’re going to purchase a prime lens, you need to weigh the pros and cons, and also 
consider what focal length best matches the kind of photography you’ll be using it for. 
Macro 
Macro lenses allow the shooter to get extremely close-up images, and are a favourite among photographers. 
They’re wonderful for exposing the tiny details of insects, flowers, and just about anything else out there 
that deserves a close-up shot. Like prime lenses, macro lenses are available in fixed focal lengths only. Also, 
they’re good for other types of photography, too – a 70 or 100mm macro prime lens would be excellent for 
taking portraits. 
Specialty 
Lenses that fall into the specialty lens category are ones like fisheye and tilt-shift. Fisheye lenses create a 
highly distorted circular image in a wide-angle field of view. They’re not for every-day use, but can create 
some very interesting images. Tilt-shift lenses are some of the most unique lenses out there: a common 
feature is selective focus, which allows the photographer to select a specific part of the image to be in focus. 
These lenses are commonly used for “miniature faking,” taking normal life-sized scenes and making them 
look like they’re a miniature model. 
While the selection, quality, and price of lenses are vast, upgrading your lens is one of the best investments 
you can make in your camera collection, even more than replacing your camera body with a new one; while 
camera bodies will always continue to advance with new and better features, lenses tend to stay constant (for 
example, you can still use most Canon and Nikon lenses from decades ago with new DSLRs). Adding 
different lenses to your collection can open up a new world of shooting opportunities.  
 

Places of interest worth visiting  
Last September Colin and I went to Statfold Barn Railway near Tamworth, an amazing day out whether or 
not you are interested in steam or traction. 
This is a private event and is by invitation only, if you check out their website 
http://www.statfoldbarnrailway.co.uk/ you will see forthcoming events that you will need to book a ticket 
for, I think ours cost £8.00 each. 
This unique creation is owned by Mr Graham Lee who has got the best train set ever in his back garden.  
He has the most incredible collection of steam trains, carriages and large traction engines. There are mixed 

gauge railway of 4 ft 8 1⁄2 in (1,435 mm) standard gauge, 2 ft 6 in (762 mm) 
narrow gauge, and 2 ft (610 mm) gauge  which was purchased  in 2005 from 
what remained of the Hunslet Engine Company. 
There is The Loco Shed and Workshops with fully skilled engineers who keep 
this place going with repairs and restoration of the engines.  
A Garden Railway with its own platforms and yes you can take a ride on the 
train. 

On the day we went, there was an adjacent field with an enormous collection 
of privately owned Steam Traction Engines; some had travelled many many 
miles to be at the event. 
This is a brilliant day out for any photography enthusiast and the cost in my 
opinion could be double what we paid.  
The catering is basic but adequate. 
Richard 
Coming Months 
2.6.14     7.00                                                                                                                                          9.00 
                           Competition - Animals/Birds marked by Independent Judge      Tea Break      Critique          
7.7.14     7.00                                                                                                                                          9.00 
                                                          Practical evening – to be decided 
11.8.14   7.00                                                                                                                                          9.00 
                           Competition - Close up/Macro 
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A bit of fun. 20 Questions,  
Name – Brent Thompson 

1. Where were you born? Gainsborough Lincolnshire 
2. When did you get your first camera? Ricoh XR7/50mm F2.8 a 35mm film camera bought for me 

from my late Mum Nellie. 
3. Can you remember what it was? Oops as above. 
4. Money no object, what camera would you buy? Canon 5D MK 3 +  Canon 200-400 ha ha  
5. Did anyone in particular inspire your interest in photography? No not really I took a photograph of 

a donkey at Skeg vagas on the beach it still remains one of my all-time favourite shots I just 
pointed and pressed the shutter went to the local processers and wow I was hooked. 

6. Best photo you have taken? That would be one of my late mother with Fuji Reala it’s a head and 
shoulder shot razor sharp I was lucky again.   

7. Favourite photo subjects? There is so many to choose from but seem to be drawn to landscapes 
people and animals. 

8. Favourite all time TV programme?  Only fools and horse of course. 
9. Favourite current TV programme?  Bletchley Circle wow amazing   
10. Favourite type of music? Being an ex-circuit singer for 25yrs doing rock and pop I like to listen 

to a good power ballad or a good sixties mix particular sat morning radio 2 back to the sixties I 
think it’s called   

11. Favourite song? Suspicious Mind 
12. Favourite singer? Andy Williams 
13. Favourite film? Somewhere in time / Christopher Reeves &  Jane Seymour 
14. Favourite actor? Bruce Willis  
15. Favourite place in the UK?  London  
16. Favourite place anywhere else? Tenerife  
17. Favourite photographic season? That a difficult one they all have there for and against 
18. Traditional or modern photos? For me mostly Traditional 
19. Do you have any pets? No not any more 
20. The one thing you would like to photograph anywhere in the world? Firstly polar bears followed 

by Salman Rushdie in public ha ha  
 

Stop Press  
Don’t forget to go looking for future competition entries. 
Please please please send me some articles to keep the newsletter going. 

 Reminder, August meeting is on Monday the 11th 
Competition Themes for 2014 

 
Committee email addresses 
Richard rh50@talktalk.net 
Ann Annotoole1@aol.com 

Tracy spoonandsprout@ntlworld.com 
Colin a.c.staff@ntlworld.com. 

11.08.14 Close up/Macro Club Competition 1 b&w, 1colour  
06.10.14 Celebrations Club Competition 1 b&w, 1colour   
03.11.14 Photograph of the Year Best Photographs from the monthly winners 
01.12.14 Autumn Landscape Club Competition 1 b&w, 1colour  


