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Issue 3 – 3rd March 2014 

Next meeting 7th April, 7.00 – 9.00pm  

February Competition Results 
Colour;  

     1st Brent Thompson                            2nd Richard Hammersley                            3rd Peter Thorpe 

 
Black &White;     

     1st Richard Hammersley                    2nd Steve Jenkinson                                  3rd Brent Thompson 

 
 

A big thank you to all of you who entered the February competition, all of the six photos above will be going 
forward to the Photograph of the Year in November which will be selected by an independent Judge,  
(If yours is one of the above don’t forget to keep it and bring it back in November)  
Let’s all try to have more entries for the next competition in April. 
 
Quote 
"One should really use the camera as though tomorrow you'd be stricken blind"  

 Dorothea Lange, documentary photographer. 



2 

Member Profile  
 

Hi, this is Jenna 
When I was 16 I studied art and photography at sixth form, followed by 2 years of 
evening class photography. For a while I had a number of cameras including a 
vintage Pentax which I spent more time cleaning and maintaining than taking 
photos with. I stopped taking photographs some time in my early twenties and 
sold the cameras.  
My hobbies have since led me back to photography. I love travelling, visiting new 
places and camping. I'm involved in the local Volkswagen scene. I line dance (here 
at Corley Village Hall) I enjoy cooking and baking. I go to shows and concerts and I spend a lot of time with 
friends. I began to realise that all of these hobbies make great photo opportunities. So I picked up a camera 
again!  
I like fast, fun snap-shot photography. I take photographs for memories and while I do like them to be 
clean, focused and properly arranged, I don't enjoy fiddling with settings on my camera. I use a Canon 
Powershot, almost always on 'Auto', and I barely go a day without taking photos on my iPhone. I do like to 
'edit' my photos and use software and iPhone apps to crop, enhance and add colour and feeling to my 
photos. 
When it comes to sharing my photos, I like to use social network sites such as Facebook and Instagram. I 
also love projects and I'm about to start working on a scrapbook of shots from 5 concerts I went to in 2013. 
I saw my favourite band, The Mavericks, in Liverpool, Glasgow, Manchester, Birmingham and Leicester and 
spent 2 days being a 'tourist' in each place, taking photos of the scenery, architecture, my friends and, 
perhaps bizarrely, my food. (It's been said recently that I can't eat a meal without 'Instagramming' a photo 
of it!) 
I joined the club for a few reasons. I want to create a social aspect to my photography and meet new, like-
minded people. I also want to see other people's photographs and find inspiration for things to do, places 
to go and photographs to take. And that's it! Oh yeah, I also take a LOT of photographs of my cat Coby! 
You'll see... 
 

 
 
 
For sale and wanted 
Canon EF50mm f1.8 MI prime lens, this has the metal mount and the distance scale window. 
Excellent order, inspection welcome £125.00 – Contact Richard 
 

Canon EOS 7D 18MP Camera C/W Battery Grip + 18-55 IS Lens + 2GB CF Card 
The body and grip are 15 months old and have less than 6000 actuations 
C/W – Battery & Charger / EOS Utilities CD / Boxes £825.00 
 

Nikon D80 10MP Camera C/W Battery Grip + 18-55 VR Lens 
Body is excellent working order however there is slight marking to the protective LCD cover 
C/W – Battery & Charger / Boxes 
A Fantastic opportunity for anybody looking for their first SLR! £165.00  
 

Sigma 18-50mm F2.8 Lens – Nikon Fit. 
One of SIGMAS finest lenses 
C/W Case £110.00  
For details please contact Richard or owner Andy Thomas on 07753 891616 
E-Mail - contactandy77@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Epson RX 585 all in one printer plus 50+ ink cartridges-very little use. £50.00 – contact Richard 
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Camera subjects – tips and tricks  
 

Composition 
There are no fixed rules in photography, but there are guidelines which can often help you to enhance the 
impact of your photos. It may sound clichéd, but the only rule in photography is that there are no rules.   

However, there are a number of established composition guidelines which can be applied in almost any 
situation, to enhance the impact of a scene. 
 

These guidelines will help you take more compelling photographs, lending them a natural balance, drawing 
attention to the important parts of the scene, or leading the viewer's eye through the image. 
 

Once you are familiar with these composition tips, you'll be surprised at just how universal most of them 
are. You'll spot them everywhere, and you'll find it easy to see why some photos "work" while others feel 
like simple snapshots. 
 
 

Rule of Thirds Imagine that your image is divided into 9 equal segments by 2 vertical and 2 horizontal 
lines. The rule of thirds says that you should position the most important 
elements in your scene along these lines, or at the points where they intersect. 
 

Doing so will add balance and interest to your photo. Some cameras even offer 
an option to superimpose a rule of thirds grid over the LCD screen, making it 
even easier to use. 
 

Notice how the building and horizon are aligned along rule-of-thirds lines. >>> 
 
 

 
Balancing Elements Placing your main subject off-centre, as with the rule of thirds, creates a more 
interesting photo, but it can leave a void in the scene which can make it feel empty. You should balance the 
"weight" of your subject by including another object of lesser importance to fill the space. 
 

 
<<<  
Here, the visual "weight" of the road sign is balanced by the building on the 
other side of the shot. 
 

 
 

Leading Lines When we look at a photo our eye is naturally drawn along lines. 
By thinking about how you place lines in your composition, you can affect the 
way we view the image, pulling us into the picture, towards the subject, or on a 
journey "through" the scene. There are many different types of line - straight, 
diagonal, curvy, zigzag, radial etc - and each can be used to enhance our photo's 
composition. 
 

The road in this photo draws your eye through the scene.                            >>> 
 
 
 

Symmetry and Patterns We are surrounded by symmetry and patterns, both natural and man-made. They 
can make for very eye-catching compositions, particularly in situations where they are not expected. Another 

great way to use them is to break the symmetry or pattern in some way, introducing 
tension and a focal point to the scene. 
 
<<< 
The symmetry of this chapel is broken by the bucket in the bottom right corner.  
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Background How many times have you taken what you thought would be a great shot, only to find that the 
final image lacks impact because the subject blends into a busy background? The human eye is excellent at 
distinguishing between different elements in a scene, whereas a camera has a tendency to flatten the 

foreground and background, and this can often ruin an otherwise great photo. 
Thankfully this problem is usually easy to overcome at the time of shooting - 
look around for a plain and unobtrusive background and compose your shot so 
that it doesn't distract or detract from the subject.  
 <<<                                                                                                        
The plain background in this composition ensures nothing distracts from the 
subject. 

 

Depth Because photography is a two-dimensional medium, we have to choose our composition carefully to 
convey the sense of depth that was present in the actual scene. You can create depth in a photo by including 
objects in the foreground, middle ground and background. Another useful 
composition technique is overlapping, where you deliberately partially obscure 
one object with another. The human eye naturally recognises these layers and 
mentally separates them out, creating an image with more depth. 
 

Emphasise your scene's depth by including interesting subjects at varying 
distances from the camera.                                                                             >>> 

Framing The world is full of objects which make perfect natural frames, such as trees, archways and holes. 
By placing these around the edge of the composition you help to isolate the main subject from the outside 

world. The result is a more focused image which draws your eye naturally to 
the main point of interest. 
 

 
<<< 
 

Here, the surrounding hills form a natural frame, and the piece of wood 
provides a focal point.  
 

 

Cropping 
Often a photo will lack impact because the main subject is so small it becomes lost among the clutter of its 
surroundings. By cropping tight around the subject you eliminate the 
background "noise", ensuring the subject gets the viewer's undivided attention. 
 

Cut out all unnecessary details to keep the viewer's attention focused on the 
subject.                                                                                                            >>> 
 

Experimentation 
With the dawn of the digital age in photography we no longer have to worry 
about film processing costs or running out of shots. As a result, experimenting with our photos' composition 
has become a real possibility; we can fire off tons of shots and delete the unwanted ones later at absolutely 
no extra cost. Take advantage of this fact and experiment with your composition - you never know whether 
an idea will work until you try it. 
 

Digital photography allows us to experiment with different compositions until we find the perfect one. 
Composition in photography is far from a science, and as a result all of the 
"rules" above should be taken with a pinch of salt. If they don't work in your 
scene, ignore them; if you find a great composition that contradicts them, 
then go ahead and shoot it anyway. But they can often prove to be spot on, 
and are worth at least considering whenever you are out and about with 
your camera. 
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A bit of fun. 20 Questions,  
 

 Name - Richard Hammersley 
1. Where were you born? Longford in Coventry. 
2. When did you get your first camera? At the age of about 13 I bought a plastic one from the 

corner shop, it had no glass in the viewfinder, but took very good B&W photos. 
3. Can you remember what it was? No I can’t, it certainly wasn’t a brand name, it was more like a 

toy camera, probably cost a month’s pocket money. 
4. Money no object, what camera would you buy? I think I probably have it with my 5D MIII, I 

would probably invest in some very long white lenses, lottery permitting. 
5. Did anyone in particular inspire your interest in photography? No one I can think of. 
6. Best photo you have taken. New York City from the Top of the Rockefeller Centre, 70 floors 

high with a breathtaking view of the city. 
7. Favourite photo subjects. Big cats, especially Tigers and my Granddaughter.  
8. Favourite all time TV programme. Fools and Horses. 
9. Favourite current TV programme. Fools and Horses repeats. 
10. Favourite type of music. Beatles, Tamla, Soul. 
11. Favourite song. Imagine – John Lennon 
12. Favourite singer Gladys Knight. 
13. Favourite film. A Knight’s Tale  
14. Favourite actor. John Wayne. (Although I think he is a great movie star rather than great actor) 
15. Favourite place in the UK. Northumberland. 
16. Favourite place anywhere else. Venice. 
17. Favourite photographic season. Spring. 
18. Traditional or modern photos. Traditional. 
19. Do you have any pets?  4 cats, 2 of which belong to my daughter who is living in NYC. 
20. The one thing you would like to photograph anywhere in the world. Machu Picchu. 

 
 

 

How it began for me 
HOW IT STARTED FOR ME.   I have always been fascinated by photos and film. As a young girl my dad 
was constantly taking pictures and using his cine camera, so I just followed on the family tradition.  It 
started for me when I was 15 and I had my first Kodak camera for Christmas. I would take photos of the 
family holidays and then as I grew older I would be the one to record the nights out partying with friends. I 
never really woke up to serious photography until I went to live in America and bought myself a Canon 
Sureshot. The views were amazing and I wanted to take more than just snaps of nights out.  I’ve had the bug 
ever since. I have an Olympus tough compact, which I carry with me all 
the time, it’s a great camera and I find it brilliant for macro pictures. I also 
have a Nikon D5100 which I’m so pleased with.  I love taking photos of 
wildlife of all sorts. I like to experiment with Kinetics, which is movement 
of the camera when taking pictures. (See picture) I am always 
disappointed with my portraits and landscapes which I have made a 
promise with myself to work harder this year and improve in this area. If 
anyone one could help and give me some tips. Tracy  
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7 Tips for Better iPhone Photography  
With the dawning of the iPhone, a whole new age of photography arrived: the iPhoneography era. Having a 
camera built into your phone makes it easy to take pictures on the fly. 
The sheer size of a DSLR makes it less portable and convenient than a phone, which most people have on 
them at all times. With all the benefits and fun that come with these new Smartphone’s, people everywhere 
are starting to play with iPhone photography. Here are just a few tips to help make the most of your iPhone 
photos: 
1. Understand your camera’s limits 
With the much smaller size and limited abilities, it is no surprise that the photos you take with your iPhone 
will not be the same quality as what you can get with your DSLR. Photos taken with a phone are going to be 
a much smaller file size, so they won’t be able to be printed very big. Also, camera phones are not designed 
to do well in low light situations; knowing this in advance can help you avoid situations where you may not 
be able to get the best quality photos. 
2. Keep your camera steady 
When you first start using your phone’s built-in camera, it’s natural to want to shoot pictures with one hand. 
However, holding your phone like a camera will steady it and ensure that your pictures are as crisp and clear 
as possible. For the greatest steadiness, be sure to keep your arms in close to your body (nice and tight), 
bend your knees slightly, and just lightly tap the shutter button with your finger. 
3. Don’t use the cameras zoom 
While most Smartphone’s have a built-in zoom on them, I would never recommend using it. The minute you 
start using the zoom on the camera, you’re going to get some noticeable pixelation. It is far better to move 
yourself and your phone closer to whatever you’re photographing. Only use the phone’s zoom as an absolute 
last resort. 
4. Take a couple of shots 
The great thing about digital photography in general is that you can take more than one picture to be sure 
you get one you like. You can take the same shot from a couple of different angles. Make sure you’re steady 
and that your shot is in focus. Be sure not to delete any of these extra shots while you are out and about, 
because you may find when you get home that the shots that looked poor on your phone actually look much 
better on your computer monitor. 
5. Understand the light 
Just as with photographing with a traditional camera, light is crucial to taking great photos with your camera 
phone. As mentioned previously, low light situations can cause grainy and pixelated pictures. Unless you are 
taking pictures of the sun or the ocean, always try to keep the sun behind you and your subject. This will 
ensure that your subject is well lit. 
6. Clean the lens 
This may seem like common sense, but it’s funny how easy this is to forget. Think of all the places you put 
your phone: your purse, your pocket, in your car. You may use it while you’re eating or cooking, or your 
kids may smear it with their fingers. With all the places your phone goes, it makes sense that cleaning the 
lens can make a huge difference. 
7. Play with apps 
Just because your phone comes with a built-in camera app, doesn’t mean that there is no other app out there 
you can take pictures with. In fact, there are a slew of them. Everything from camera apps like Camera+ and 
Synthcam to processing apps like Snapseed and Over. Play around and have fun. After all, that’s what 
iPhoneography is all about! 
As you can see there are pros and cons to using your camera phone, but the portability and convenience of 
your phone’s built-in camera make it worth having fun and playing with. Just remember the limitations and 
the little things you can do to improve your shots and you’re sure to have a blast taking pictures using your 
iPhone! 
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Issue 3 - Question Time for novices – Answers next month 
1. Which factors affect depth of field in a photographic image? 
2. What settings should you use in obtaining the perfect exposure? 
3.  Which setting makes a photograph appear noisy or grainy? 
4. What type of lens would give a wider depth of field? 35mm, 50mm, 100mm, 200mm. 
5. Stopping down is a termed used in photography, to what does it refer? 
6. The rules of photographic composition should be followed rigidly. True or False?  
7. To what does ‘shutter speed’ refer? 
8. When would you need a bulb setting on a camera? 
9. What is a prime lens? 

10.    In photography what are filters used for? 
 
Places of interest worth visiting  
 
Biddulph Grange Gardens 
The visit to Biddulph Grange Gardens, took place in the late summer, now 
probably, about two years ago. There is a lovely, from the outside, house 
(See right) which I did not go in on this occasion. The main attraction were 
the beautiful gardens, all created with different themes taken from 
influences around the world, for example, one area has the theme of a 
Himalayan glen, others of China, Egypt and Italy. Each theme is self 
contained from the others allowing the visitor to enjoy each garden in 
isolation. 
 

The photograph (See below) is part of the Garden laid out in the theme of Egypt, obvious from the photo 
really, showing topiary surrounding a stone entrance which is guarded by 
two sphinx like creatures. 
One of the colourful parts, and my favourite, is the Chinese garden, this 
contains a very attractive building, (below right) fronted by a pond with an 
abundance of colourful koi carp. At the other side of the pond is a lovely 
example of a Chinese style bridge. 
As with all parts of the gardens, 
there is plenty of opportunity for 
photographers to keep themselves 

busy for several hours.  
 

Aside from the themes mentioned, there is a lovely, long avenue of 
trees known as ‘The Lime Walk’ which passes by a small area of 
woodland, which you can also walk through. There was not a lot going 
on in the woodland on this visit, but a different season may show better 
promise. 
 

If you feel peckish, there is a very good, smallish, restaurant that provides a good range of refreshments and 
food to satisfy your needs. Also, for those of you who like to take back a memento, a visit to the gift shop 
could be in order.  
Space doesn’t permit the mention of all the attractions of Biddulph Grange Gardens, there are many more, 
and it is well worth the visit with masses of photo opportunity as mentioned above. I hope to visit again, 
perhaps in spring to get a different seasonal view to compare with my summer visit. Colin 
 
Biddulph Grange is situated in Staffordshire. It is a National Trust property and for those of you who may 
consider a visit and want to know a little more about it, the website address is: -  
 
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/biddulph-grange-garden/ 
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Websites, books, magazines and general interest. 
 

http://www.cambridgeincolour.com/ 
Great site with loads of tutorials. 
 
Issue 2 - Question Time Answers 
1. The lens aperture 
2. Composing photographic images, where various parts of the image are separated into nine squares 
arranged in ‘tic-tac-toe’ format. 
3. The areas behind and in front of the point of focus that are also acceptably sharp. 
4. An Optical problem in a camera lens that produces slight errors in subject appearance, usually 
noticeable in small details. 
5. A technique where you follow the subject through the camera lens along a horizontal path. 
6. An adjustment setting on a camera viewfinder to accommodate your eyesight. 
7. F8 
8. 1600 
9. The amount of light that hits the camera’s film/sensor; a balance of aperture and shutter speed. 
10. In Aperture Priority Mode, you set the aperture/f-stop, while the camera sets the shutter speed. 
 
Coming Months 
 
3.3.14     7.00                                                                                                                                          9.00 
                                               Photo Shoot with Model and Stills + Photo Editing 
7.4.14     7.00                                                                                                                                          9.00 
       Competition marked       Tea Break             Critique            Newsletter + Still Life Photos Reviewed 
5.5.14     7.00                                                                                                                                          9.00 
                                                          Practical evening – to be decided 
 

Stop Press  
Don’t forget to go looking for future competition entries. 
Please please send me some articles to keep the newsletter going. 

 
 

Competition Themes for 2014 

 
Committee email addresses 
Richard rh50@talktalk.net 
Ann Annotoole1@aol.com 

Tracy spoonandsprout@ntlworld.com 
Colin a.c.staff@ntlworld.com. 

07.04.14 People in everyday life Club Competition 1 b&w, 1colour  
02.06.14 Animals or Birds Club Competition 1 b&w, 1colour   
04.08.14 Close up/Macro Club Competition 1 b&w, 1colour  
06.10.14 Celebrations Club Competition 1 b&w, 1colour   
03.11.14 Photograph of the Year Best Photographs from the monthly winners 
01.12.14 Autumn Landscape Club Competition 1 b&w, 1colour  


