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Yourlife

Corley and Fillongley Photographic 
Club members had their hands full - 
literally - at their latest club workshop 
night.

They got to handle and photograph 
lots of animals when The exotic Zoo 
turned up with some of their furry and 
not-so-furry friends.

The event was the biggest in 
the club’s 18-month his-
tory, with an almost 
100 per cent turn 
out.

C h a i r m a n 
richard Ham-
mersley said: 
“Scott and 
Amber from 
exotic Zoo 
arranged the 
evening so well 
with a large selec-
tion of animals for 
us to interact with, 
hold and of course try 
out our photography skills.

“Scott introduced the animals 
one by one and made everyone feel at 
ease as he let us hold some of them.

“Members who would probably 
never come into contact, or maybe  
not even like some of the animals, were 
holding and touching them very  
soon into the evening. ever cuddled a 

Meerkat? Well we have.
“The animals looked in great condi-

tion and didn’t seem frightened; Scott 
and Amber were reassuringly calm 
and patient with us and all the mem-
bers agree that it was a fantastic 
evening with an hour of photo oppor-
tunities with the following animals: 

snake, meerkats, chameleon, 
bearded dragon, armadil-

lo, praying mantis, baby 
crocodile, giant mil-

lipede and giant 
snails.”

Club member 
Janet Cheary 
said: “The 
evening was 
i n f o r m a t i v e , 

enjoyable and 
entertaining, a 

splendid event and 
who would have 

thought that Woody 
the armadillo would steal 

the show? Brilliant.” 
Bob eales said: “What a wonder-

ful evening having the chance to take 
photos and handle all those animals.
By far my best shoot to date.”

For more information about the 
club, which meets at Corley Village 
Hall, visit www.corleyandfillongley 
photographicclub.co.uk

STUDeNTS from Here-
ward College enjoyed a 
host of outdoor activities 
during a trip sponsored 
by the rotary Club of 
Coventry.

Twelve students, who 
have special needs, made 
the 250-mile trip to the 
outward Bound Centre, 
in Ullswater, Cumbria.

Before they set off, 
there were words of 
encouragement from 
rotarian and lord Mayor 

of Coventry Michael 
Hammon, and rotary 
President Ken Holmes.

John Hartley, from The 
rotary Club of Coventry, 
said: “The course 
embraced canoeing, 
rowing, hiking, caving, 
rock climbing, abseiling, 
trapeze and camping 
which would provide the 
opportunity to display 
self confidence and 
teamwork.

“our group are all spe-

cial needs students so 
the course has to be seen 
as an important part of 
their education to 
encourage each student 
to develop and improve 
social skills.

“The course is almost 
entirely out of doors, 
whatever the weather, 
which has meant that the 
group experienced some 
variation in the elements 
which did not dampen 
their spirits.”

THe talents of one Coventry resi-
dent continue to shine - at the age 
of 87.

Barbara Button is a former cho-
rus dancer, opera singer and glass 
engraver, who has just finished 
her latest commission - engrav-
ing a set of whiskey glasses.

Barbara, who lives at Prin-
cethorpe Court run by extraCare, 
appeared in the pantomime Alad-
din at Carlisle alongside the 
1920s-30s Dickens character 
actor Bransbury Williams.

She said: “I’ve had a wonderful 
life, as a professional dancer  
performing with some wonderful 
stars, singing in opera and  

was a trained pianist.” 
After her stage career she went 

to work at Coventry Climax as 
expeditor in material handling. 
She wanted a hobby and decided 
to learn the art of glass engraving. 
She said: “I bought an engraving 
machine and just started, it 
worked.” Friends asked her to 
engrave their giftware, christen-
ing bowls and wedding glass-
ware.

To celebrate Coventry athlete 
David Moorcroft’s success in the 
1,500 metres in the Montreal 
olympics, Barbara was asked to 
engrave a 40-year-old crystal 
glass. She said: “Had they told me 
it was crystal I would have been 
nervous as they can easily split.”

Another engraving was three 

goblets showing the Arms of lady 
Jane Grey, husband Guilford 
Dudley and the Tudor Coat of 
Arms, featuring in a permanent 
exhibition at Bradgate Park, 
leicestershire. An engraved wed-
ding anniversary bowl went to a 
family in Coventry rhode Island, 
USA.

When asked by a friend to 
engrave six whiskey glasses, 
because he had a habit of asking 
“What’s your poison” when offer-
ing a drink, she engraved a design 
including arsenic, strychnine, 
and hemlock.

Modestly Barbara says that 
anyone can engrave and advises 
anyone interested to practise on 
their own glassware to build up 
confidence.

Students enjoy an
outdoor adventure

Jon Cleaver

Crystal
clear
talents

Barbara Button with the  ■
whiskey glasses she engraved

Students at Hereward  ■
College before setting off to 
the Outward Bound Centre, 
in Ullswater, Cumbria

Snap-snapping away 
at exotic workshop!


