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Next meeting 7th December, 7.00 – 9.00pm  

5
th

 Oct workshop 

Well done Brent, another great night for the members, plenty to photograph with lots of help and advice. 
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I was doing a bit of silver surfing recently and I looked at Lorraine Jardim’s amazing website, Lorraine you 

will remember was our Judge for the ‘EMOTIONS’ competition, I had a look at her blog page and read the  

following article that she had published to the world, it was really a pleasure to read, so I asked Lorraine if I 

could share it with our members and she said publish away. 
 

Do Something Every Day That Scares You!  

September 24, 2015    

I was recently invited to a local camera club to judge their monthly photo competition, give feedback on the 

submitted images and tell the members a little about my own journey into photography. 

I'll admit that, whilst feeling incredibly honoured to have been asked, I was more than a little nervous at the 

thought of sitting in front of a group of strangers and giving feedback on their images. 

You see, my mind tends to go blank when I'm under pressure, which is why after almost seven years of 

shooting professionally I still take the time to write out a shot list before each and every job! 

What if my mind went blank during my talk? What if someone asked me something and I couldn't think of 

the answer? 

In addition, I don't particularly enjoy critiquing other people's work. You see the photographs we take  

(especially those we are proud enough of to submit for competition) are important to us.  They are our  

creations, we have pride in them and it does hurt to hear someone's view that your creation might fall short 

in certain areas. I don't like upsetting people but I hate to admit, there are some people in the photography 

world who do seem to enjoy doing just that - gleefully shooting down the work of an amateur or new 

photographer and slamming into their images without giving any constructive advice at all. I hate that, so 

unnecessary and unhelpful. 

Anyway I digress. The members of the photography group had been given a fairly difficult subject for their 

competition - 'Emotions' and I was very interested to see their interpretations.  

As soon as I started looking through the images my fears melted away. I made notes on technical things such 

as composition, clarity and storytelling and considered how each image made me feel, what emotions they 

were portraying. 

On the night of the meeting itself I was greeted by a lovely bunch of people and given a cup of tea (which I 

accepted with shaking hands) while the members of the group arrived and the projector and screen were set 

up. There were quite a few people there and quite a number of images to go through, but once I had been 

introduced and started talking about my favourite subject, my nerves disappeared. As I went though each 

image I realised that I need not have worried at all - it was clear that each and every person in that room 

shared my love of photography and were keen to listen to the advice I had to offer. I thoroughly enjoyed 

myself as we discussed the wonderful images the group had taken and I awarded my first, second and third 

places. 

So - I thought I'd share that little first for me! I still giggle inside when I'm introduced to people as a  

'Professional Photographer' - it just doesn't seem right - how can it be a proper job when you enjoy it that 

much? The reason for the title of this blog post? My beautiful eldest daughter told me that I should 

do something every day that frightens me a little bit. Not quite doing one a day yet - but this is one I'm so 

glad I did! 

Thanks for reading! Lorraine x www.elliejphotography.co.uk and www.Facebook.com/EllieJPhotos 
 

Photography Quotes 

“Don’t pack up your camera until you’ve left the location.” 

Joe McNally 1952 - 
 

AGM 

Just a reminder that we have our 2
nd

 AGM on Monday 4
th

 Jan 2016.  

Please do your best to attend. 

Ideas 

If you have any ideas for the newsletter please let Richard know. 
 

Club nights 

Don’t forget we revert back to 1 club night a month now through the winter months 
 

http://www.elliejphotography.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/EllieJPhotos
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You’ve probably heard over and over that you should be shooting in RAW. But do you know why it’s 

so important? And what it really means for your images? Let’s sort it out! First off, what is RAW? RAW is a 

file format that captures all image data recorded by the sensor when you take a photo. When shooting in a 

format like JPEG image information is compressed and lost. Because no information is compressed with 

RAW you’re able to produce higher quality images, as well as correct problem images that would be  

unrecoverable if shot in the JPEG format. And happily many cameras these days shoot RAW, including 

point and shoots! So even if you’re using a little camera, you might still be able to take advantage of the 

RAW file format.  

So, the benefits of RAW.  

1. Get the Highest Level of Quality. This is one of the biggest benefits. When you shoot in RAW you  

record all of the data from the sensor. This gives the highest quality files. And when it comes to your  

awesome images, you want high quality. Look at it this way: all cameras technically shoot RAW. Yes, 

it’s true. The difference when you shoot in JPEG format is that the camera does its own processing to  

convert the RAW information into a JPEG. However, your camera is nowhere near as smart as your brain, 

nor is it as powerful as your computer. When you shoot RAW, you’re able to do that processing yourself. 

You can make the decisions on how the image should look, and produce way better results. 

2. Record Greater Levels of Brightness. Levels of brightness are the number of steps from black to white 

in an image. The more you have, the smoother the transitions of tones. Smooth is good. JPEG records 256 

levels of brightness, and RAW records between 4,096 to 16,384 levels! This is described with the term 

“bit”. JPEG captures in 8bit, and RAW is either 12bit or 14bit. That’s what that bit business means! The  

effect this has on your images is huge. Those additional steps of brightness let you make more adjustments 

(exposure, blacks, fill light, recovery, contrast, brightness) to your image without a significant reduction of 

quality, because there’s more levels to work with!  

3. Easily Correct Dramatically Over/Under Exposed Images Obviously you want to get the best  

exposure in camera, but sometimes things move fast (especially with weddings!) and you wind up with a 

dramatically over or under exposed image. With RAW you have additional information in the file, so it’s 

much easier to correct the image without a drastic reduction in quality. You can also recover more blown 

highlights and clipped shadows. Good stuff. 

4. Easily Adjust White Balance When you shoot JPEG the white balance is applied to the image. You can’t 

just easily choose another option. With RAW the white balance is still recorded, but because you have way 

more data, it’s easy to adjust. Great white balance and colour are essential to an awesome image, and  

shooting RAW lets you make the adjustments easier and faster, with better results. 

5. Get Better Detail. When you shoot RAW you have access to sharpening and noise algorithms in  

programs like Photoshop and Lightroom that are way more powerful than those found in your camera. Plus, 

these sharpening and noise algorithms are always improving, so in the future you’ll be able to re-visit your 

RAW files and take advantage of these improvements.  

6. Enjoy Non-Destructive Editing. When you make adjustments to a RAW file, you’re not actually doing 

anything to the original data. What you’re doing is creating a set of instructions for how the JPEG or TIFF 

(another file format) version should be saved. The awesomeness of this is that you never ever have to worry 

about ruining an image, accidentally saving over, or being unable to go back and make changes. You can 

always reset your adjustments, and start over again. JPEG files lose quality every time you open them, make 

adjustments, and save again. True story. It’s what is known as a “lossy” file format. So if you’re making  

edits to JPEGs you always have to be duplicating the image and saving out a new version if you don’t want 

to lose file quality.  

7. Get Better Prints. Because of the finer gradation of tones and colours you’ll get better prints from RAW 

files. Even though more and more people are shooting digital, great prints are as important as ever (maybe 

even more so, due to their relative rarity!)  

8. Select Colour Space on Output Colour space is a bit of a complex topic, but here’s a quick tip. With 

RAW you can choose from any colour space when you are exporting it out, so you can adjust depending on 

the situation! Is the image going on to the web? Then output in the sRGB colour space to ensure maximum 

compatibility among web browsers. Are the files heading to a client? Save it in the common Adobe RGB 

(1998) colour space.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raw_image_format
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JPEG
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9. Have an Efficient Workflow. It’s easier to work through large batches of images when you’re using a 

workflow centric program like Lightroom or Aperture. They’re designed to easily process groups of RAW 

images. Photoshop is not meant for that kind of thing, it’s built to handle one image at a time. In order to 

take full advantage of all the benefits of Lightroom and Aperture you should be shooting RAW!  

10. It’s the Pro Option. To get the highest quality possible, achieving proper colour balance and choosing 

the right colour space for the situation are critical as well. By shooting RAW you take control, and are able 

to manage these problems to create the best results possible. 

Now that some point and shoots are capable of shooting RAW, hobbyists and amateurs can also take  

advantage of this pro level option, and get better files and prints!  
 

A bit of fun 20 Questions,  

Kaushalya Rihal 

1. Where were you born? India  

2. When did you get your first camera? Age 13  

3. Can you remember what it was? Yashica Pentax   

4. Money no object, what camera would you buy? Don't know  

5. Did anyone in particular inspire your interest in photography? My Brother  

6. Best photo you have taken My little nephew  

7. Favourite photo subjects Portraits  

8. Favourite all time TV programme Don't have one  

9. Favourite current TV programme Don't have one  

10. Favourite type of music Pop  

11. Favourite song Loads over the years   

12. Favourite singer Don't have one in particular  

13. Favourite film Can name a dozen best all time movies  

14. Favourite actor Too many on my list  

15. Favourite place in the UK My home  

16. Favourite place anywhere else India, Italy, France   

17. Favourite photographic season Spring  

18. Traditional or modern photos? Traditional  

19. Do you have any pets? No  

20. The one thing you would like to photograph anywhere in the world Sunsets 
 

Coming Months  

07.12.15 7.00 Photograph of the Year – Judge - Sharon Lyttle 9.00 

04.01.16 7.00 AGM 9.00 

01.02.16 7.00 Workshop 9.00 

07.03.16 7.00 Projected Competition  9.00 
 

Competition Themes for 2016 

Yet to be selected 
 

Committee email addresses 

Richard - rh50@talktalk.net Ann - annotoole1@aol.com Dawn - dawn.burgess@fsmail.net 

Tracy - spoonandsprout@ntlworld.com Colin - a.c.staff@ntlworld.com Bec - r3b3kahmay@outlook.com 

Brent - brentthompson@hotmail.co.uk      
 

www.corleyandfillongleyphotographicclub.co.uk 
 

Affiliated to the Photographic Alliance of Great Britain through the Midland Counties Photographic Federation 

mailto:rh50@talktalk.net
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