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Issue 12 – 1st December 2014

Next meeting 5th January, 7.00 – 9.00pm - 1st AGM

Photograph of the Year 2014

Congratulations to Brent Thompson; this image is the clubs
1st Photograph of the Year, chosen by independent judge Andrew Duke.

I must agree with Andrew that the standard of the line up for this final event was
quite exceptional and I am very pleased not to be the one who had to make that
final decision.

Brent has now set the bench mark for next year and we will all be trying to make
sure that we pip him to the post next time.

A huge thank you to Andrew Duke, Andrew entertained us all evening sharing
some of his photos with us that he has taken on his travels around the world, some
of the images were simply beautiful whilst powerful and with so much feeling.
Andrew took us through each portfolio explaining how, why and where he took the photographs in a very
informative and at times funny way.
A thoroughly brilliant evening and I’m certain everyone enjoyed it as much as I did, you could have heard a
pin drop at times and apologies if you heard my phone ring, lesson learned.
Also like our previous speaker Jeff Ali, Andrew has said he would come back and see us again next year,
can’t wait.

AGM
Well this is the last meeting of our 1st year and I would like to thank everyone involved for their efforts in
helping us get this far in what now seems a very short space of time.
We now need an excellent turnout for the AGM in January, with our 1st year almost complete, we now have
to push forward to continually improve standards, not just on the photography side but on the organisational
side too, I see no reason why we can’t be THE club to join and be one of the best, certainly in the
Warwickshire area for starters.
On the evening all committee members will stand down, we will then go through the election process for all
committee positions including the two new ones.
All positions will need to be proposed and seconded on the night, once we have all the proposed names for a
position we will vote each candidate in turn by a show of hands.

Hopefully we will get through this part quite smoothly and then discuss the programme for the coming year.
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BOLDERWOOD, NEW FOREST
We stayed at Acres Down in the New Forest this summer. It was fantastic that the gate to the bed and

breakfast opened straight out into the forest. The first morning we set off for a sunny
early morning walk. I knew I would see some roaming horses, and I was a little
surprised to see some lurking cattle and apparently in September they allow pigs to
roam, oh yeah where was I?... walking through the sun dappled forest, we came to a
clearing when all of a sudden a deer ran past. I did manage to take a shot of her
looking back at us through the trees. But that was it for me – I was on a mission –
photograph deer.

I had earlier seen a deer sign on the map of the
area, so we went back to the B&B and

unravelled the map and there it was – Bolderwood Deer Sanctuary.
So off we set.

If anyone has not been to the New Forest before – it’s a truly beautiful
place, I highly recommend it. A few minutes’ drive (1.8 miles to be
precise) and we were there. From where we were staying it would have
been a nice walk to get there. There’s an information office and a picnic
area near the car park.

A short walk through the woods brings you out to a large clearing, and low and
behold there were loads of deer milling around waiting to be fed. The herd are fed
daily by the New Forest keeper, so you are in with a very good chance of seeing
some fallow deer. He feeds them between noon and 3pm, April to September.
They come pretty close, not so you can touch them – but a zoom lens will get you a
good picture or two. There is a viewing platform, which overlooks the meadow
which provides a good view.
Best time to take a picture is when they are coming into the meadow or just before
eating. Once they start eating all you can see is their tails, and afterwards they leave
the meadow. It did start to rain, but as long as my camera was out of the rain, I could
have just watched them for hours.

Tracy Mair 2014
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A bit of fun. 20 Questions,
Name – Janet Cheary

1. Where were you born? Coventry
2. When did you get your first camera?When I was 12, took it to bits to see how it worked.
3. Can you remember what it was? All I remember is, it was a Kodak
4. Money no object, what camera would you buy? Haven’t a clue
5. Did anyone in particular inspire your interest in photography?My daughter’s first pony
6. Best photo you have taken.My daughter’s mare with her foal.
7. Favourite photo subjects. Animals
8. Favourite all time TV programme. Big Cat Diary
9. Favourite current TV programme. Coach trip, how sad am I
10. Favourite type of music. Have no favourite I have a very eclectic range
11. Favourite song. Power of Love by Peter Cetera
12. Favourite singer. Freddy Mercury
13. Favourite film. Don’t have one
14. Favourite actor. Johnny Depp
15. Favourite place in the UK. Yorkshire
16. Favourite place anywhere else. Arctic
17. Favourite photographic season. Summer
18. Traditional or modern photos? Both
19. Do you have any pets? Horse
20. The one thing you would like to photograph anywhere in the world. I will not know until I see it.

Camera subjects – tips and tricks - Christmas Photography
Be ready. If you're heading off to someone else's house for Christmas dinner make sure you put your gear in
your camera bag and pack it or at least leave it somewhere it won't be forgotten the night before. Things get
a bit hectic on Christmas day and with all the running around, organising kids and packing presents in the
car it's easy to forget your camera!
Make sure your battery is charged and pack a spare. Don't forget extra memory cards too, just in case.
Lighting. If you have patio doors or large windows, make use of the natural light and shoot your Christmas
portraits near them. However, if you're up early when it's still dark or are still shooting late into the evening
there won't be enough light around for you to use quick shutter speeds. This is fine if you're shooting a
subject that doesn't move but for people shots or close-ups (snow-covered plants / flowers) where you need
to use a small aperture so you have greater depth of field, a slow shutter speed would give you a blurry shot
as your subject can't hold still for long enough. As most cameras now handle noise well at higher ISO levels
you can increase your ISO to give you the quicker shutter speeds you need. However, most of the time when
you're shooting indoors you'll probably need to use flash. The problem with your camera's built-in flash is it
can end up making your subject look like a rabbit caught in someone's headlights with a rather harsh shadow
behind them. You can try and diffuse it or better still, use an external flash gun that you can adjust the
position of. You can also bounce its light off a nearby wall or the ceiling rather than firing it directly at your
subject.
White Balance. Do take a couple of test shots, both when you're working indoors and out, as you may need
to switch from auto white balance to one of the other pre sets available or to manual. You can always shoot
in RAW and make your adjustments later during post production but it's always best to try and get it right
in-camera while shooting. If it's snowed and you're outdoors make sure the snow doesn't end up looking
more blue than white.
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Backgrounds. Backgrounds shouldn't be too distracting or busy. This doesn't mean they always have to be
plain though as a Christmas tree and decorations thrown slightly out of focus in the background of a portrait
can work really well.
Before and after shots. Taking shots of the table set, presents under the tree etc. before chaos commences is
a good idea because once the unwrapping and eating begins, it won't look the same again!
People. Get the family group shot nailed early before the kids have spilt chocolate cake down them and
Gran’s fallen asleep in the armchair.
Don't get too obsessed with posing people for portraits as they'll just get bored. Instead, shoot candidly as
you'll be able to capture natural looking portraits that are more fun and interesting to look at. If you plan on
capturing kids as they rip open presents and throw paper around switch your camera to burst mode as it'll
increase your chances of capturing a shot that fully shows the excitement of the day. Don't forget to take
your lens away from those receiving gifts to those who are giving them too as their reactions can be just as
good.
Change Your Angle / Focal Lengths. Using a variety of focal lengths and angles throughout the day will
give you a collection of shots that are much more interesting. When working with children, get down to their
level to give your shots more impact. Don't just shoot wide shots either as zooming in and filling the frame
with someone's face is more emotive and can give you a really memorable shot.
You could also try setting a camera up and leaving it in one part of the room then keep going back to it to
take a shot at different points during the day. Or, if your camera can, set it to take a shot at allotted intervals
so you can forget about the camera and just enjoy the day. By the end of it you should have an interesting
time-lapse sequence that documents the whole or even part of Christmas day.

2015 Programme
The voting results of the meeting frequency and annual fee mean that from January 2015 we will be having
18 meetings a year (vote 17 to 5) and pay a one off annual fee of £40.00 per member (vote 16 to 6).
Fee due in January.
Meeting night subscriptions will only apply to visitors.
Competitions, both printed and projected image entries carry a 20p fee per photo.
Programme content to follow shortly.
Stop Press

We would like to wish everyone involved with the CFPC and their families

A Very Happy Christmas and a Wonderful New Year.

Coming Months

01.12.14 7.00 Competition – Autumn Landscape + 6 x 4 ‘off the camera’ Critique 9.00
05.01.15 7.00 AGM 9.00
02.02.15 7.00 Workshop – to be announced 9.00
02.03.15 7.00 Competition – projected image – subject ‘OPEN’ (anything) 9.00

Competition Themes for 2014
01.12.14 Autumn Landscape Club Competition 1 b&w, 1colour

Committee email addresses
Richard rh50@talktalk.net
Ann annotoole1@aol.com

Tracy spoonandsprout@ntlworld.com
Colin a.c.staff@ntlworld.com .
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