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Issue 15 – 2nd March 2015

Next meeting 6th April, 7.00 – 9.00pm

Our first workshop of the year was a great success, studio lights, soft boxes etc, well done Brent for all your
hard work getting this all set up on the night.
We trust everyone enjoyed it, if anyone has any thoughts on any tweaks or improvements we can make
please speak up as the workshop evenings are evolving.

Tonight’s Competition
Tonight we are pleased to welcome Katie Ingram who has agreed to be our Judge for the first competition of
the year.
Katie is a professional photographer; take a look at her website http://www.katieingram.co.uk/
Oh to be that good.
I’m sure we will all make Katie very welcome.

Out and About - Witley Court - in brief
Witley Court was, in its time, one of the great stately homes in central
England. It was destroyed by fire in 1937 leaving only its shell standing.
Despite this, I found there to be an attraction about the place, with it being
so open one can see more of the underlying structure of the building itself.
There is still a grandeur to be experienced when viewing it from its
surrounding grounds which contain, among other things, a well laid out
gardens, a large pond in which stands a fountain in the form of a
magnificent sculpture depicting Perseus and Andromeda.

Other parts of the grounds contain a chapel with marvellous ceiling paintings and there is
a lovely view of the organ placed almost at ceiling height picked out in gold and cream
colours - and you are allowed to photograph inside.
As with other establishments there is a well stocked shop for those inclined to take a
souvenir away with them. Not forgetting a little restaurant which is situated close to the
chapel, well worth a visit if you feel peckish.
Despite being a ruin, Witley Court offers some attractive views and opportunity for the
photographer with interests in architecture. It is run by English Heritage and situated near

Great Witley in Worcestershire. Colin

For further detail - www.english-heritage.org.uk/daysout/properties/witley-court-and-gardens/

http://www.katieingram.co.uk/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/daysout/properties/witley-court-and-gardens/


2

A bit of fun 20 Questions,
Name – Robin Downs
1. Where were you born? Birmingham
2. When did you get your first camera? My father let me use his “Paxette II”, from when I was

about 5 years old, I had a Zenith of my own in my early teens
3. Can you remember what it was? http://camerapedia.wikia.com/wiki/Braun_Paxette_II

Second image down page!
4. Money no object, what camera would you buy? I’m very happy with my current 5D, the

investment now is the time and effort learning to make the most of it…
5. Did anyone in particular inspire your interest in photography? A family friend who taught my

father photography was an ex-press photographer in Birmingham and he created great
pictures – almost all monochrome – and he continued to do street photography around the old

“Rag Market” well into his 80’s.
6. Best photo you have taken – Difficult to judge my own to a single favourite – sorry!
7. Favourite photo subjects – people in candid poses, interesting places or things. Almost anything I

can get to stay in front of the camera really.
8. Favourite all time TV programme – “Cheers”
9. Favourite current TV programme – “The Big Bang Theory”
10. Favourite type of music – Very eclectic – from Rock to cheesy pop depending on mood.
11. Favourite song – “T’Pau – Heart and Soul”
12. Favourite singer – Beverly Craven, Heather Small
13. Favourite film – The Score
14. Favourite actor – Too hard to choose!
15. Favourite place in the UK – Fowey and Cornwall in general
16. Favourite place anywhere else - Paris
17. Favourite photographic season – Anytime as long as I’m not wet or cold
18. Traditional or modern photos? – I like monochrome and older style images appeal.
19. Do you have any pets? – Just a Canon and its clutch of lenses.
20. The one thing you would like to photograph anywhere in the world – Concorde in flight again.

Camera subjects – tips and tricks
Step 1 - Static or Splash?
There are two common styles of water droplet shots; those of water splashing up from a pool and those of
water caught upon surfaces such as leaves and spider's webs. Generally, the form of the splash shots consists
of a drop falling towards a water surface and circular ripples extending from the point of entry.
The reason for the generic composition is due to the form of water (which we will talk about later) not

necessarily because of the lack of imagination of the photographer. The skill
involved is to capture the movement of the water and the form of the shot is not
necessarily the point of interest. There is far more flexibility when taking shots of
droplets resting upon surfaces, particularly as more often than not, they are within a
natural setting.

Step 2 - To Find a Droplet or Bring Them to You?
So water droplet shots may be over-done, but for those new to this type of shot, it
can be a very rewarding (but time-consuming) experience. Whether or not you
choose to find or fabricate your water droplets it can take a bit of effort to get right.
To capture droplets in a natural setting requires an understanding of the
correct exposure settings and how to use your surroundings and light to create
something compositionally interesting.
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The alternative is to locate or manufacture a pool of water that has water dripping into it. Obviously within
this fabricated setting, composition and lighting are dependent on you as the creator, so interest depends on
how well thought out and prepared you are!
Step 3 - Creating Your Own Scene
Creating your own water droplet scene is easy enough, although you'll need to gather a few items before you
get started:

 Macro Lens (not essential, but will produce the best results)
 Tub/Bucket/Sink (for Water)
 Tripod / Cable Release
 Pipette (to drop water into pool)
 Light Source (lamp/window/flash)
 Food Colouring (just in case you want to spice things up a bit!)

Hopefully the role of each of these items is fairly self-explanatory! Be sure to choose a
suitable location that won't mind a few splashes, and somewhere that will help in getting the lighting right.
Hopefully by the end of the article, you'll be able to put all these items into practice to capture some
beautiful watery splashes!
Step 4 - To Burst, or Not to Burst
I'm sure that the majority of water splash shots are taken using burst mode. For my shot, the burst mode on
my camera just wasn't quick enough to capture the water bouncing back up, so I resorted to counting out the
drips to time my shot. This is obviously a very long-winded way of going about it, but my counting method
seemed to work and I was able to depress the shutter button at just the right moment. However, selecting
burst mode is by far the best option in these situations, it might feel a bit like cheating, but you're far more
likely to get the results you want!
Step 5 - A Simple Background
Keep the background simple. Remember that the point of interest is the water and
you should do all you can to draw attention to the water rather than its surroundings.
If creating your own droplets, use a plain wall or a sheet of paper as a backdrop, if in
a natural setting, use whatever is around you, but keep it simple!
When shooting, use a high F-number, this will help to blur the background and
focus on the water. Depth of field is a key aspect of many droplet shots, with a clear
central area and a hazy smooth outer edge to the shot.
Step 6 - Focus is Key
Getting the focus right is essential when trying to photograph water. In many cases, such as landscape shots

of lakes, water is taken with a long exposure to create a smooth soft texture, where as in this
case, we aim to capture a sharp clear shot. Make sure you know what you're aiming to focus
on, either the droplet or the resulting splash and aim your camera and focus accordingly. The
combination of the high F number and correct focus settings should create a great depth of
field with a sharp centre and a smoother rippling surface.

Step 7 - Where's Your Light Source?
Whether in a controlled or natural environment, the light source is an essential
consideration. Natural sunlight, even if through a window, will always be the best
source to give crisp and sparkling water shots. The purity and clarity of water will
offer a variety of reflections and may even create a crystal like affect, so don't be
afraid to experiment with lighting angles and different flash strengths to see how
the water and light react together.
Step 8 - Nail the Composition
As I mentioned previously, because of the nature of a falling drop of water there is a limited amount that can

be done compositionally. Therefore, the essential compositional element of water
droplet photography is to get it right! It's best to set up your camera so it is aiming
down towards the water to enable you to capture the surface of the water. Leave space
for the water to ripple outwards and enough space above the surface to catch the drops
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falling towards the surface. If need be, you can then crop the shot slightly so there isn't any dead space
around the edges.
Step 9 - Consider the Variables
To get the most out of the shot it's important to understand how the water will behave and react. Take time
to think about the science behind the process, how high is the water dripping from?
How will this affect the reaction of the water upon the surface it's hitting? Where is the
light coming from? Is there anything reflecting off the water? Is anything visible
through the water droplets?
There are plenty of variables within the situation to think about, with each setting
being different to the next. Work out what you might be able to use to your advantage,
what might make your shot stand out from others and give it that special edge.
Step 10 - Have Fun!
You may be put off this type of shot having seen so many of them, but there's no reason you can't
experiment with water droplet shots. Explore the opportunities of a variety of
natural settings, or try out the variants of a controlled
environment, experimenting with exposure settings, different focal points, light
sources, backgrounds and coloured dyes. You may surprise yourself with what
you can create and capture!

Stop press
Don’t forget the Nuneaton Festival of Arts Exhibition;

Coming Months
02.03.15 7.00 Competition 9.00
06.04.15 7.00 Workshop – Photo editing and photographing water drops, dye etc. 9.00
20.04.15 7.00 Speaker – Jeff Ali 9.00
04.05.15 7.00 Competition 9.00
18.05.15 7.00 Workshop – Your Portrait Night 9.00

Competition Themes for 2015
02.03.15 Open Club Competition (projected) – submit deadline 20th Feb 1 b&w 1col
04.05.15 Anything Water Club Competition (printed) 1 b&w 1col
15.06.15 Animals & Birds Club Competition (projected) – submit deadline 5th June 1 b&w 1col
03.08.15 Architecture Club Competition (printed) 1 b&w 1col
21.09.15 Emotions Club Competition (projected) – submit deadline 11th Sept 1 b&w 1col
07.12.15 Close Up & Macro Club Competition (printed) 1 b&w 1col

Committee email addresses
Richard - rh50@talktalk.net
Ann - annotoole1@aol.com
Tracy - spoonandsprout@ntlworld.com
Colin - a.c.staff@ntlworld.com
Brent - brentthompson@hotmail.co.uk
Bec - r3b3kahmay@outlook.com
Dawn - dawn.burgess@fsmail.netwww.corleyandfillongleyphotographicclub.co.uk

Affiliated to the Photographic Alliance of Great Britain through the Midland Counties Photographic Federation
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