
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 PASM is an acronym for Program, Aperture Priority (Referred to as Av on 
Canon), Shutter Priority (Referred to as Tv on Canon), and Manual. These 
exposure modes, especially the first three, are a great way to explore how 
exposure variables interact. 

In addition to these exposure modes, your camera will likely have a fully 
automatic mode that lets the camera make all of the exposure decisions for 

you. Shooting in automatic mode will generally result in reasonably good photos, but you will find 
that using auto mode doesn’t always allow you to capture the scene the way you envisioned. Maybe 
you’re not quite ready to start adjusting all of the exposure variables manually yet, but still want to 
start experimenting with some manual settings. Take your time and get to know your camera and its 
exposure modes that offer some manual control, without putting you in charge of figuring out all of 
the settings. 

Program Mode selects the optimum shutter speed and aperture. However, you can change either of 
these settings yourself and the camera will adjust the other one to keep the exposure correct. If you 
want a shallower depth of field, you simply select a lower f-stop setting and your camera will increase 
the shutter speed to compensate. If you want motion blur in your image, you can reduce the shutter 
speed and your camera will adjust to a smaller aperture (higher f-stop). Using Program Mode is an 
excellent way to familiarise yourself with the exposure variables. 

Aperture Priority (Av on Canon) lets you choose your aperture setting which helps to determine your 
depth of field. Based on your aperture setting, the camera will calculate what your shutter speed 
should be. If you’re shooting in lower light, this can sometimes result in photos that are blurry if 
you’ve selected a narrow aperture. Aperture Priority Mode is a good choice if you’ve got lots of light 
to work with, are photographing a subject that isn’t moving quickly, and want to achieve a very 
specific depth of field in your photo. 

Shutter Priority (Tv on Canon) lets you choose a fast or slow shutter speed and lets the 
camera decide on the aperture setting needed to get a properly exposed photo. Because the camera 
gets to choose the aperture setting though, this means that the depth of field in your shots will not 
be consistent. If you’re shooting fast action like a track and field match or a fighter jet flying past and 
need to be sure that your shutter speed remains quick enough to capture these moving subjects 
Shutter Priority Mode can be the right choice. Keep in mind that if the lighting conditions keep  

 



 

changing, you may end up with backgrounds that are different in each shot since the depth of field 
will keep changing. 

Manual Mode puts you totally in charge of figuring out the right exposure for each scene. In Manual 
Mode, you’ll need to determine what the right shutter speed, aperture, and ISO is. This is a lot to 
figure out for most new photographers, but once you’ve got a solid understanding of how exposure 
works, Manual Mode offers the greatest degree of control over your photography. If you’re still 
figuring out your camera, there’s no need to rush into using Manual Mode — your photos will 
probably be better if you stick to the other exposure modes while you learn more about all the 
exposure variables. Before long, you’ll be able to make the calculations in your head and can start 
reading a scene even better than your camera can. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Committee email addresses                 Martyn - martyn@martynblair.co.uk   Dawn - dawn.burgess@fsmail.net    
Brent - brentthompson@hotmail.co.uk     Tracy - spoonandsprout@ntlworld.com    

Barbara - bstynes@hotmail.co.uk   Ann - annotoole1@aol.com  Keith – Keith.russell99@btinternet.com   
Heather – heather.russell99@btinternet.com            

 www.corleyandfillongleyphotographicclub.co.uk 
 

Affiliated to the Photographic Alliance of Great Britain through the Midland Counties Photographic Federation 

Mode Shutter Speed Aperture 

P (programmed auto) Selected by camera Selected by camera 

S (shutter-priority auto) Selected by photographer Selected by camera 

A (aperture-priority auto) Selected by camera Selected by photographer 

M (manual) Selected by photographer Selected by photographer 

Always bring your camera on club night.  Should we have a cancellation of an event or judge, then we will use 

the evening for a ‘back to basics’ evening and learn about our cameras. If you have manuals bring them too. 

WE NEED YOUR ARTICLES. WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN? SEND ME YOUR PHOTOS, WHAT HAVE YOU 
LEARNT? SEND ME YOUR QUOTES AND JOKES. 

spoonandsprout@ntlworld.com 
 

PROGRAMME CORRECTION 
AUGUST MEETINGS ARE ON 7 AUGUST AND 21 

AUGUST AND NOT AS STATED ON THE  
PROGRAMME IN LAST MONTHS NEWSLETTER 

ANYONE INTERESTED IN A PHOTO 
SHOOT AT ARBURY HALL? 
 

Opportunity to take pictures of Arbury Hall 
and gardens. (No photography allowed inside 
the Hall) 
 

Either one single session or could arrange 
sessions to cover the four seasons 
 

Terms below are per session. 
 

Terms :  

 Evening sessions, 2 hours maximum 
duration. 

 Minimum number 25 photographers 

 £6.00 per person 
 

We are looking to arrange a date in April when 
the nights are lighter and hopefully a bit 
warmer. Let Tracy or Heather know if you are 
interested, so we can book a date at the hall 
We will keep you updated. 
 

 

“I used to think that I could never lose anyone if I 
photographed them enough. In fact, my pictures 
show me how much I’ve lost.” ― Nan Goldin 
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